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1. Purpose of Report 

 

1.1 To recommend the protection of trees at Whitecroft Farm, Oswaldtwistle, through the use of a 

Tree Preservation Order.   

 

2. Background 

 

2.1 On 16th May 2018 and 10 August 2018 permission had been granted for the change of use of               

certain buildings to create 5 dwellings. These were granted under the following applications: 

 

11/18/0131 - 16th May 2018 approval for 3 dwellings 

11/18/0256 - 10th August 2018 approval for 2 dwellings 

 

    there are a number of mature trees adjacent to this proposal which could be damaged or felled if  

action to protect them is not carried out. 

 

 

2.2 I visited the site with Ian Marfleet on 25th January 2019 and we both agreed that these trees 

were mostly in a good condition and worthy of retention, they are all growing close to the road 

are visible to the general public   and are prominent in the landscape. 

 

We have asked the developer to provide us with an Arboricultural report on the trees. 

 

 

2.4 An assessment of these trees has been undertaken and is included at Appendix 1.  The scores 

indicate that the trees merit protection.  Given the nature of the work that is to be carried out in 

the vicinity of the trees it is considered that there is a “foreseeable” threat to the trees.   



 

 

 
 
3. Reasons for Recommendations and Background 
 
3.1 The trees comprise a group of about 15 stems of a mixture of Ash, Beech & sycamore, they 
are mostly mature specimens and in a good condition worthy of retention. 
 
They are growing high on the farmlands next to the Whit Croft Lane and can be seen by the general 
public. 
 
Should these works go ahead we felt that these trees may be at risk of being damaged either by over 
pruning or felling. 
 
 
4. Alternative Options considered and Reasons for Rejection 
 
4.1 There are 2 trees within the group which could be removed at the moment but an Arboricultural 
report might highlight others. We would like to see replacements planted should trees be removed.  
 
 
5. Consultations 

5.1 The Council made a temporary TPO in February 2019 and this provides protection for a 

maximum of 6 months.  The land owner and councillors were consulted at the time and no 

objections were received.   

           The following were consulted: 

 Resident, White Croft Farm, White Croft Lane, Oswaldtwistle 

 And consultation emails to: 

 Cllrs Glen Harrison, Marlene Haworth, Sara Britcliffe, Judith Addison, Stewart Eaves,       

Josh Allen, Lisa Allen. 

  

 
One email was received in favour of the TPO. 
 
 

 

6. Recommendation 

 

 

To confirm the TPO and make it permanent on the grounds that: 

 

1/ The trees are in a good condition at this time, but if not protected it could be open to indiscriminate 

pruning or felling. 

 

3/ The trees are notable which can be seen from the main road and nearby footpaths, they add value 

to the character of the area. 

 

4/ The trees have significance wildlife potential. 

 



 

 

5/ The Council would have no objections to light selective pruning being carried out should this be 

necessary, but pruning must be controlled.  

 

3. Conclusion 

 

That it is imperative that these tree are protected by a TPO. 

 

 
 
 
 


